
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RPAs, UAVs, Drones - Eyes in the Sky or Pie in the Sky? 
 
Man has always desired flight. Few have been able to afford it. Now do-it-yourself planes and 
multi-rotors complete with autopilots and first-person view are changing that paradigm.  
For instance, surveying has  traditionally been the domain of ground-based technology, but for 
several years UAVs, or RPAs (Remotely Piloted Aircraft) as the industry would like them to be 
known, are changing the way surveying is carried out in our modern world. 
 
This technology will be showcased at the Australian Controlled Traffic Farming's 9th 
Conference at Mildura's Grand Hotel next Wednesday 27 August. Agriculture has been caught 
up in this advancing tide with top-end systems becoming available for less than the price of a 
new farm ute but current CASA regulations make their operation too expensive for many 
owner- operator farmers. 
 
Wayne Chapman, who lead's ACTFA's "Eye in the Sky" project, says: "From checking lambing 
ewes to plant counts on experimental plots, RPAs are capable of replacing the mundane time-
consuming tasks every farmer and agronomist dreads. Currently it is illegal to take photos of 
your crop except for sport or pleasure without an operator's certificate and pilot's licence but 
proposed changes to regulations may be agriculture's big hope." 
 
Australia's own watchdog, CASA has been proactive and Australia is one of the few places in 
the world where commercial UAV/RPA flights are legal. Fortunately CASA has realised that the 
growth in drones operated by amateurs makes it impossible to regulate the hobby market and 
recently called for submissions on a rule change to allow RPAs under 2kg to operate without 
the need for their owners to become fully-fledged aerial operators, which can cost between 
$15,000 and $25,000.  
 
Although this has been met with protests from the commercial operators, Wayne Chapman 
says "Our research sees it as a cost-effective solution for farmers who want to operate their 
own aircraft without the additional cost of a licence." 
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